
 
 

 
 
 

 

Dear Ballroom Community,  
 
Welcome to the first Harvard Ballroom alumni newsletter! Whether HBDT 

was a momentary obsession or a long life love, we hope that you will find 

these newsletters to be informative, interesting, and fun to read! 

 

 
Team Spirit  
On April 12th, 2019 HBDT had 

its very successful Spring 

Showcase Love and Lust, where 

performers foxtrotted, samba’d, 

and rumba’d to their favorite 

romantic--or pointedly 

unromantic songs exploring the 

highs and lows of relationships, 

love, and, of course, dance. 

Some crowd favorites included a 

sassy foxtrot full of flipping the 

bird to Lily Allen’s “F*ck You”, a 

fierce femmes and followers 

power piece to Iggy Azalea’s 

“F*ck Love”, a stunning Standard/Smooth formation team dance to a Disney medley, 

and a sugary sweet Rookie Cha routine to Børns’s “Electric Love”! 

 
 
On April 27th-28th the team competed at the annual 

MIT Open, and overall performed very strongly. Below 

are three of our rookies who competed at MIT! Tae 

(right) and Anca (left) placed second overall in both 

Smooth and Standard styles, and Tae and Jenny 

(center) placed in two of the Latin dances, fifth in Jive 

and first in Cha Cha!   

 



 

 

 
 

 

New Platforms 
 

For the upcoming semester, HBDT will be unveiling its new website! Visit 

harvardballroom.org to see the new features. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HBDT has also created a new alumni facebook group for those who want to 

network with other former Harvard Team members. Click here to join the 

page! Stay connected to the ballroom dance community, and have people to 

go dancing with!  

 

Follow HBDT on instagram at HarvardBallroom to meet all of your 

ballroom photo needs. Make sure to like our page on facebook as well! 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/hbdtalumni/?epa=SEARCH_BOX
https://www.instagram.com/harvardballroom/
https://www.facebook.com/harvardballroom/


 

 

Meet the Executive Board 
We just elected our 30th Executive Board this past March, meet the dancers that will be 

leading the team into this next year! 

 

 
           President - Alida Monaco                                                  Captain - Olga Kiyan 

    hbdt.president@gmail.com                                hbdt.captain@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

Hi! My name is Alida. I am from New 

York City, class of 2021, studying 

Environmental Science and Public 

Policy focused in Political Economics. 

  I am in Cabot House; shout-out to any 

Cabot Fish alumni! I currently dance 

Latin, Rhythm, and Smooth and have 

been dancing for two years. I have a 

deep love for dark chocolate and a good 

samba roll. 

 

 
 

Hi! My name is Olga. I have been 

dancing ballroom for nine years, and I 

am the current captain of the ballroom 

team. I grew up in sunny south Florida, 

and I am a rising sophomore in 

Winthrop who is planning to 

concentrate in economics. While I 

compete mainly in Smooth and 

Standard, I also take classes in Latin. 
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Vice President - Anca Dragulescu 

hbdt.vp@gmail.com 

Anca is a rising junior hailing from Romania (the East 

Coast of Europe, as she affectionately calls it) and started 

dancing with Harvard Ballroom in her sophomore year out 

of a desire to do a sport and dance in the most time efficient 

way possible. A Physics and Math concentrator, Anca can 

sometimes be observed practicing cha cha steps during a 

long night of p-setting or while she's waiting on 

experiments at her physics lab. Aside from ballroom 

dancing, she enjoys card games, nerdy jokes and bad 

karaoke. 

 

  

 

 

     Rookie Captain - Rosemary 

Hofstedt  

hbdt.rookiecaptain@gmail.com 

Hi! I’m from San Diego, CA. I am part 

of the class of 2020, and I am 

studying Physics! I currently dance 

Standard, Latin, Rhythm, Smooth. I 

also enjoy long walks on the beach 

and scramble hikes. I am also in the 

Mountaineering and Outing club. 

 

 

 

 

              Chief Operations Officer - Hyeon-Jae Seo 

hbdt.Operations@gmail.com 

Hey everyone! I'm a junior in Kirkland house studying 

Applied Math, and am excited to be serving as the Chief 

Operating Officer (COO) of the team this year. I joined 

ballroom my sophomore year and currently dance Latin 

and Standard. I usually use the fact that I dance ballroom as 

my fun fact so now I'm a little at a loss as to what else about 

me is actually interesting… 

 

mailto:hbdt.Rookiecaptain@gmail.com
mailto:hbdt.Operations@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

Secretary - Mark Theodore Meneses 

hbdt.Secretary@gmail.com 

Mark is from New York. He’s a member of the College Class of 

2021. He studies bioengineering and is a proud member of 

Pforzheimer House. Currently, Mark dances Smooth, Rhythm, 

Latin, Standard. Fun fact: he used to raise spiders and collect 

matchboxes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chief Financial Officer - William Wang 

hbdt.treasurer@gmail.com 

William is a Standard dancer of the Class of 2020, 

who is pursuing AB/SM in Computer Science. A 

member of Adams House, William hails from 

Boston. He is currently a member of CrimsonEMS, 

and interned at Facebook last summer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assistant Chief Financial Officer - Jenny Zheng 

hbdt.treasurer@gmail.com 

Hi, everyone. My name is Jenny Zheng and I'm from 

Livingston New Jersey. At Harvard, I'm a 3rd year graduate 

student studying Molecular biology. I recently joined the 

Harvard Ballroom Dance Team and became the Assistant 

Financial Chief Officer. I dance all the styles and can’t get 

enough! Before ballroom, I fenced, and so I hope to soon be a 

graceful swordswoman 

mailto:hbdt.Secretary@gmail.com


 

 

 

Competition Committee Chair - Veronika Melnik and Ray Salazar 

hbdt.compchair@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Veronika hails from Dedham, MA, and Ray is from Quincy, MA. Veronika is a member of the 

College Class of ‘21, and is a member of Kirkland House studying Human Developmental and 

Regenerative Biology. Ray is a non-undergraduate who joined the team in 2014. Veronika and 

Ray dance Latin and Standard together. Fun facts: Veronika was born in Ukraine and Ray in the 

Philippines. They love Ramen and waffles.  

 

 

 

 

Media Manager and Assistant Rookie 

Captain - Madi Fabber 

hbdt.rookiecaptain@gmail.com 

I’m a rising sophomore at Harvard studying 

English and Theater, Dance, and Media. My 

house is Pforzheimer House, and I am from right 

outside of Nashville, TN. I dance all four styles of 

ballroom, and when I’m not doing Paso Doble 

everywhere I go, you can find me singing with 

the Radcliffe Choral Society, acting in student 

productions across campus, giving historical 

tours of the university, or serving as a 

Peer-Advising-Fellow to the incoming 

first-years!  

mailto:hbdt.Rookiecaptain@gmail.com


 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

First-Year Fundraiser will take place between August 26th and 

September 13th, HBDT will be having an online fundraiser via our 

Harvard Facebook page to help alleviate costs for rookies and make 

ballroom as accessible as possible to as many new dancers as we can! No 

gift is too small, and we appreciate any donations. We also accept old 

costumes, shoes, or dancewear!  

 

Harvard Beginners will take place during mid-late October this year! 

Keep an eye on our website for finalized details. Feel free to stop by and 

check out all of the fresh dancers, and support our new rookies at their 

first-ever (of many!) ballroom competitions! 

 

Harvard Invitational and Hanlon-Ford Gala will take place on April 

4th and 5th, 2020. We encourage you to come back, compete, watch, 

meet old and new friends and bask in the glory of ballroom! 

  

Thank you for your love of ballroom dance and all the support you have given and give 

to the team. You might have joined for the dancing, you might have joined for the 

parties or the social scene. Regardless of the reason we each joined, we all stayed for the 

people, and that is what makes us a team.  

 

As Always, Happy Dancing :) 

HBDT 

Student Organization Center at Hilles 

59 Shepard Street Box #14, Cambridge MA, 02138 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/harvardballroom/

